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Introduction 

In the following the operation of the software module "Price and demand calculations" is 
described. 

The module is part of the PolCycleTime software and can be called/started from the main 
window. 

To do this, switch to the Price and demand calculations tab. 

 

 

 

In the tab you can then ... 

o create a new project 

o load an existing project 
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Main functions of the software module are: 

o Calculation of piece costs 

o Calculation of mold requirements 

o Determination of the optimal mold equipment 

o Determination of machine utilization 

o Calculation of machine hourly rates and  

o Determination of economic (profit-optimal) lot sizes 

 

You can also find further information on our homepage. 
 

Operation 

Quick start 

Projects 

Settings 
 

Quick start 

1. After starting PolCycleTime, switch to the Price and demand calculations tab. 

2. In the tab select new empty project (with variants wizard) 

3. Then you must first specify where the new project (the project file) should be saved 

4. Now you will be navigated through the individual inputs/decisions one after the other (wizard 
pages). Note: You can also "leave open" the following inputs/decisions and then edit them 
later. The sequence of the inputs/decisions also leads, among other things, to the fact that 
corresponding orientation values are calculated at the corresponding points and offered for 
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selection/acceptance. If corresponding inputs are missing, no orientation values may be 
displayed.  

1) Page 1: enter a designation for the first variant and select the background color (this is 
for a better overview if you want to edit more than one variant in a project) 

2) Page 2: enter the inputs/decisions for production method and production precision 

3) Page 3: enter the inputs/decisions on quantities and scrap 

4) Page 4: enter the inputs/decisions for machine running time and cycle time 

5) Page 5: enter the inputs/decisions for mold, cavity numbers and mold costs 

6) Page 6: enter the inputs/decisions on wear  

7) last, a note appears that the inputs/decisions for production, material and QA costs 
are not entered within the wizard. You can then edit this data. 

5. The variant is now added to the project and the project window opens. Your inputs as well as 
the results (if already possible) are displayed 

 

 

 

6. If necessary, edit the inputs and decisions that are still open. Text  1  is marked in red as long 
as inputs are still missing or incorrect. 

 

In the area  2  the results are to be seen these can be shown/hidden individually or together. 

 

Further information can also be found on our homepage. 
 

Projects 

Projects are stored in one project file each. 
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Up to 10 variants can be managed in a project. In the project main window, the variants are 
displayed side by side to easily compare their results, inputs and decisions. 
 

Create a new project 

Switch back to the main window of PolCycleTime to the corresponding tab. 

 

 

 

You can either create an empty project without any input or use the wizard. The wizard will guide 
you through the inputs/decisions for the first variant. 

After completion, the main project window is opened and the initially created variant is displayed. 
 

Load an existing project 

Switch back to the main window of PolCycleTime to the corresponding tab. 
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You can click on Load project in the "Open" area. Afterwards a corresponding window will be 
opened where you can select the file. After that the project main window opens. 

Or, if a project has already been loaded, it will appear in the list in the "Recently used" area. 
Simply click on an entry in the list to load the project and display the main project window. Only 
the last five projects are displayed in the list. 
 

Project main window 

In the main project window, individual variants are arranged horizontally. For each variant the 
results and the inputs/decisions can be seen. 
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Various functions can be called up via the main menu or the buttons of the main window. 

 

 

 

• Edit project basic data (name, editor, description) (via the menu Project/Mold Part) 

• call the print/print preview window (via the Project/Mold Part menu) 

• add a new empty variant  1    

• add a new empty variant (wizard)  2    

• close/hide all groups (results and inputs) of all variants  3   

• open/show all groups (results and inputs) of all variants  4   
 

Variants of a project 

Manage variants 

 
Create a copy of an existing variant 
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Delete variant 
 
Edit variant 
 
Display results 

 
Print and print preview 
 

 

Management 

Up to 10 different variants can be managed per project 

The following options are available to add a new/additional variant: 

o new empty variant (no inputs/decisions given) 

o new variant via wizard (you will be guided step by step through the entries) 

o a copy of an existing variant (all data of the variant to be copied will be taken over) 

You can remove variants from the project at any time. If there are no more variants, the following 
view appears in the project main window. Here you can add a new variant again. Or you can use 
the functions of the Variants menu. 

 

 
 

Add a copy of an existing variant 

Each variant has its own menu and button bar in the main project window. 
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Either you click  1  or you select the corresponding menu item in the Edit menu. 

A new variant is immediately created as a copy. The copy contains all the inputs/decisions of the 
variant to be copied up to that point. 

We recommend that you edit at least the name and background color of the new variant 
immediately afterwards. 
 

Delete variant 

Each variant has its own menu and button bar in the main project window. 

 

 

 

Either you click  1  or you select the corresponding menu item in the Edit menu. 

After a confirmation prompt, the variant is deleted from the current project. 
 

Edit variant 

Each variant has its own area in the main project window, as well as its own menu and button 
bar. 

The different inputs/decisions have been grouped logically. Each group has a heading ( 2 ) and a 
button for editing the corresponding inputs/decisions ( 5 ). If the heading text of the group is 
marked red, then either inputs/decisions are missing or they are incorrect. 

All input groups are again combined in a parent group ( 1 ). If the heading text is marked red, then 
inputs/decisions are missing in any child group or these are incorrect. 

To enter or change certain inputs, click on the button of the corresponding group or select the 
corresponding entry in the Edit menu ( 3 ). The corresponding input window will be opened. 
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Orientation values 

In some windows for editing inputs/decisions, corresponding orientation values appear next to the 
respective input field.  

These orientation values usually require previous input and decisions in order to be able to 
calculate them. Which dependencies these are is shown in a corresponding tooltip ( 1 ) next to 
the orientation value (move the mouse cursor over the orientation value to display the tooltip). 

To accept the orientation value as an input value, click the corresponding button on the left with 
the arrow symbol (←).   
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Results 

As soon as the first inputs/decisions lead to the fact that results or orientation values can be 
calculated, these are displayed among other things in the result overview. 

The results are shown as: 

o Results overview 

o Piece cost distribution 

o Inputs vs. orientation values 

grouped. The groups can be displayed and hidden individually by clicking in the text of the group. 
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In the Inputs vs. Orientation Values view, entries are highlighted in red if they differ from your 
inputs. 
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Print/Print Preview 

All variants of a project can be displayed and printed with all inputs, decisions and results as a 
print preview. 

The function for printing/print preview can be found in the project main window and the menu 
Project/Mould part  1 . 

 

 

 

Another window is opened in which the first variant is displayed as a print preview. If you want to 
print another variant, select the corresponding variant via the selection list ( 1 ). Click on the 
printer icon to print the selected variant. 
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Settings 

The displayed orientation values are rounded to the nearest integer. 

Via the Settings/Options menu, the potencies of 10 can be defined for the orientation values 
shown  1 . 
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